
Silver Lake Association
Fall 2024 Meeting Minutes DRAFT

Saturday August 31, 2024

Call to Order and Welcome Rob Fillmore

The Fall 2024 Meeting of the Silver Lake Association (SLA) was called to order by
President Rob Fillmore on August 31, 2024 at 8:30am. The meeting was held at the
Dairy State Bank Lower Level in Cumberland, WI. There were approximately
25 SLA members present. Board members Rob Fillmore-president, Julie Geason-
secretary, Randy Harris-vice president, Steve Knudson-treasurer, Roz Rockman, Matt 
Wenzel, and Shane Grivna-members at large, were in attendance.

Special Guest Presentation Pat Brown

Rpb Fillmore welcomed Pat Brown, Lakeshore Technician from Barron County 
Department of Land Services to give a presentation on his new position focused on the 
preservation and protection of water resources in Barron County. 

Pat holds this newly created position in Barron County. Pat was previously employed by 
Sawyer County in a similar position. He is passionate about the preservation and 
protection of water resources. Property owners have a vested interest in protecting 
water quality as part of their property value, and for future generations.

Pat indicated that Silver Lake is fortunate not to have a major issue with invasive 
species. The Clean Boats Clean Waters (CBCW) program at Silver Lake is the front line 
defender for protecting invasive species from entering the lake. Pat will be available to 
train CBCW workers in the future. He will also create a Citizen Lake Monitoring Network 
(CLMN), which is an aquatic plant identification program for lake residents and users.  
Importantly, many invasive discoveries on lakes have been caught by lake residents 
first, allowing for quick action. Pat will notify SLA members about training 
opportunities. 

Another focus of Pat's position is action against the invasive species, Buckthorn. He will 
be offering a removal workshop in Barron this year and the county may have herbicide 
available for sale. 

Another objective is to educate lakeshore owners about lakeshore protection and ideal 
lakeshore configuration. Much of what is entering the lake is from rainwater run-off, 
which is greatly affected by shoreline configuration. Pat stated that the ordinary high 
water level (OHWL) on Silver lake is 1256 ft above sea level. The lake as of late summer 
2024 is about 5.5 feet below the OHWL. 

Pat reviewed the current state ordinances which allow a 30 feet width to be cleared at 
the water level for access to the lake. There is also an established buffer zone beginning 
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at the OHWL plus 35 feet back, where vegetation removal of more than 50% is 
prohibited, except for a 35 feet wide viewing and access corridor.  Shoreline owners are 
encouraged to leave larger trees to stabilize the shoreline and lake banks. It is 
permissable and even encouraged to leave trees that fall into the lake as they can be 
advantageous to the lake quality and provide fish habitats. 

Pat's main job objective is to bring back native landscapes. There are state grants 
available to lake associations to reestablish native buffer zones. The Board will post 
some of the state and county resources to the SLA website.

Contact info: pat.brown@co.barron.wi.us  715-537-6313  Barron County Dept of Land 
Services

Old Business 

⦁ Spring 2024 Minutes Julie Geason

Minutes as distributed were approved.

⦁ Treasurer’s Report Steve Knudson

The SLA holds a current cash balance of approximately $30K. The main souce of funding 
is membership dues. SLA had paid dues from 79 members this year, which represents 
about 80% of lakeshore owners. The main expense annually is the CBCW program, 
which is subsidized by a state grant. There were no unusual expenses this year. 

Lake Association Activities Updates

⦁ Clean Boats Clean Waters (CBCW) Rob Fillmore

2024 was another successful summer for the CBCW program. There were a few boats 
reported with vegetation this year, otherwise it was non-eventful. Silver Lake 
appreciates the young people who work in this position every summer. We are always 
looking for more potential workers, so please forward contact information for any 
interested candidates to silverlakebarroncounty@gmail.com 

⦁ Aquatic Invasive Species Survey Rob Fillmore

There were two aquatic surveys scheduled this year. The first survey in June 2024 was 
conducted and there was no evidence of any new invasive species. The second survey 
will be conducted on Labor Day and we hope for another good report. As has been 
discussed in prior meetings, there is an emergency fund set aside to promptly treat any 
new invasive species that are discovered at any time in the future. 

⦁ July 4th Boat Parade Rob Fillmore

The annual July 4th Boat Parade took place as planned. Unfortunately, there was a light 
rain, but it didn't stop about 20 boats which participated. It seemed unanimous that 
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everyone's favorite was the 2024 Olympic themed boat. Well done all!

⦁ SLA Picnic Randy Harris

The annual Silver Lake Picnic was held on Saturday, August 3rd at the Berglund Family 
residence. A huge thank you to our hosts, Virginia Berglund and family. We had a great 
turnout! Good food and a great time was had by all, with 50 + people in attendance. 
Thanks to Randy Harris for handling logistics for the picnic.

⦁ Silver Lake Water Quality Report Bob Wellhoefer 

Bob will be presenting the annual water quality report at the Spring 2025 meeting.

⦁ Silver Lake Website Shane Grivna

Shane Grivna is actively updating the association website. Please check out the Silver 
Lake Barron County website for information, pictures, meeting minutes, and treasurer's 
reports.  silverlakebarroncounty.com

New Business

⦁ Board Nominations Rob Fillmore

The terms of Julie Geason, Steve Knudson and Rob Fillmore are ending.  All are willing 
to serve again, but also will stand aside if others would like to participate. As no new 
candidates were nominated, Rob, Steve, and Julie were nominated and received votes 
to serve another 3 year term.  The board encourages new people to consider joining the 
board for the future. The board will work on posting current board position descriptions 
to the website and distribute to the membership.

Current Board Members Terms 
Name Position Last Elected Term Expires
Matt Wanzel      At Large Fall 2022 Fall 2025
Randy Harris Vice President Fall 2022 Fall 2025
Roz Rockman At Large Fall 2023 Fall 2026
Shane Grivna At Large Fall 2023 Fall 2026
Rob Fillmore President Fall 2024 Fall 2027
Steve Knudson Treasurer Fall 2024 Fall 2027
Julie Geason Secretary Fall 2024 Fall 2027

⦁ 2025 SLA Picnic Rob Fillmore

Please consider volunteering to host the 2025 picnic. Proposed tentative date is the 
second Saturday in August - August 9th, 2025. Please contact Rob at 
silverlakebarroncounty@gmail.com if interested in hosting.

⦁ Items from the Membership
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⦁ Buckthorn Project Proposal Virginia Berglund

Virginia summarized the current Buckthorn removal project and the importance of 
annual vigilence to keep Buckthorn under control. Virginia made an appeal to the 
association membership to consider a donation towards the spraying of the areas and 
ditches along the roads 11th St, 11 1/4 St and 27th Ave. A motion was made and 
seconded for SLA to match aggregate donations of landowners not to exceed $1200 to 
treat Buckthorn along 11th St, 11 1/4 St., and 27th Ave. The motion carried. (The 
spraying of these areas was completed in October 2024.) 

The Fall 2024 Meeting was adjourned at 10:15am.

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Geason, Secretary
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